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Lož 
Laas, Las 

It is difficult to imagine that Lož 
was a prosperous town during the 
Middle Ages. Soon afterwards it 
started to deteriorate for various 
reasons . A record from the eight­
eenth century states: 'The town 
used to be respectable, and it is 
stili a town of the Prince of the 

Province. Yet it was so discrimi­
nated due to its decline that it 
hardly resembles a vili age.'~ 
Sources from the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries presented a dif­
ferent picture of life. There were 
weavers, carpenters, peddlers, inn-

keepers, cobblers, tanners and 
bag-makers recorded in Lož, 
which indicated that the settle­
ment supplied the neighbourhood 
with its products and services. 
There were also gold-smiths,2 and 
particularly merchants trading over 
long distances. 3 The trade ro ute 
between the continental hinterland 
and the sea passed through Lož. 
The trade and political circum­
stances of that time must be ta ken 
into account. The Patriarch of 
Aquileia was the feudallord of the 
broader territory of Inner 
Carniola, Istria, Karst and the 
drainage-basin of the river Kolpa . 
The passages from Friuli to 
Carniola and the routes over the 
Snežniška highland and the moun­
tains of Gorski Kotar towards the 
Gulf of Quarnero were under his 
control. 
ln the thirties of the fourteenth 
century the Patriarch had 
enfeoffed the dominion of Lož to 
the Ortenburgs for the first time. 4 

About a century ago the dominions 
of Ribnica and Čušperk were 
equally enfeoffed to them by the 
Patriarch, and later additionally 
the castles of Ortnek, Poljane and 
Kostel. The presence of the 
Ortenburgs in the upper valley of 
the Kolpa had increased the im­
portance of the routes from Bloke 
along the Loško valley and the 
plain of Babno Polje to the Gulf 
of Quarnero. That was an ancient 
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route, confirmed by remnants of 
Roman limes in Prezid, which was 
named after it (in Slovene 'zid' de­
notes a 'wall'). Some historians 
point out that the route had only 
appeared since the end of the four­
teenth or fifteenth century. 5 Such 
chronological determination is 
based primarily on the data of in­
creased traffic and the emergence 
of toll-houses connected with it in 
the present Croatian part of the 
route. Goods that were traded 
from the interior to the sea were 
primarily wheat, honey, wax and 
cattle hides, and salt in the oppo­
site direction. Contraband and 
peasant trade were equally pros­
perous. 
It is not surprising that the castle 
of Lož as the original centre of the 
settlement and the raison d'etre of 
the urban settlement emerged on 
a height above the most favourable 
mountain pass leading from the 
plain of Cerkniško Polje and from 
the height of Bloke to the Loško 
valley. The castle was first re­
corded in 1218, yet its architec-

.tural elements indicate that a cas­
tie palazzio was built in the twelfth 
century. 6 The cas tie was the seat 
of the provincial court of law. The 
scaffold where capital punishments 
were executed was located on the 
periphery of the dominion, by the 
path linking the baptismal chapel 
of St. Gertrude in Nadlesk with the 
pilgrim mountain of Križna Gora. 
A fact worth highlighting is that in 
the case of Lož the province, the 
castle and the borough were called 
by the same name, as in the case 
of Metlika. To make things even 
more comp lica ted the name of the 
settlement additionally referred to 
the place by the parish church of 
St. George, the present Stari Trg 
('old borough'). The parish had 
probably emerged relatively early, 
about the middle of the twelfth 
century, and it was first recorded 
in 122 I.7 Stari Trg was therefore 
an example of a settlement with a 
prehistoric, or rather, a classical 
tradition and an original parish, 
which was granted fair deeds in the 
Middle Ages (the borough was 
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first recorded in 1237), yet with 
hardly any urban features. A map 
of Stari Trg from about 1800 de­
picted a village with houses along 
two roads crossing perpendicu­
larly. 8 The first one was the main 
road from the plain of Babno Polje 
to Lož, and the second one led up­
wards to the parish church. There 
it was expanded to form a funnel­
shaped square of small proportions, 
with about ten building sites. 
In 1341 the Patriarch of Aquileia 
permitted, at the request of the 
Head of Lož, the borough to be 
removed together with the fair 
deeds to another location beneath 
the castle of Lož. The document 
of the Patriarch reported, among 
other things, that the inhabitants 
and coloni of Stari Trg were to 
move with the fair and build their 
houses there for reasons of defence 
and in order to promote the devel­
opment of the borough. 9 The de­
cision was probably influenced by 
the fact that a few decades earlier 
the parish priest of Stari Trg 
helped the Counts of Gorizia to 
take temporal possession of the do­
mini on of Lož. 10 In spite of every­
thing, the deca des after the removal 
were not more peaceful, since the 
castle and the borough were seized 
by enemies in succession. 
The new borough of Lož had a 
street plan formed by a funnel­
shaped square out of the main road 
and a lateral street leading to the 
town church of St. Peter. The path 
continued past the mighty defence 
tower of Tabor and upwards to the 
castle of Lož. Valvasor' s engraving 
of Lož from 1689 depicted the cas­
tie as a ruin, yet stili with power-

ful walls. The rectification of the 
Franz cadastre noted the exact lo­
cation of the surrounding walls 
and the ruins of the centre, yet the 
whole was divided into dozens of 
small plots. In the nineteenth cen­
tury the remains of the castle obvi­
ously served as a quarry, and after 
the disengagement of !and it was 
appropriated by nearby peasants. 
The !and by the borough was di­
vided into street islands. The is­
lands on the eastern side of the 
square, beneath the hill, were not 
typical on account of the elevation 
of the terrain. The northern part 
of the settlement showed obvious 
signs of an earlier mediaeval cen­
tre, maybe a court and a toll-house 
along the main road, or even of a 
village as a precursor of the bor­
ough.11 The urban plan of the 
western part of the settlement was 
a relatively clear example of a me­
dia eval strip division into plots, 
from which the original division 
into house blocks was discernible. 
The blocks consisted of three or 
four building units, i.e. burgages. 
The lateral division into street is­
lands was also indicated, yet the 
islands were not built up on all 
four sides on account of the stag­
nation of the development of the 
borough. 
The Franz cadastre from 1823 
clearly showed the course of the 
wall street and the !and where the 
walls and the moat used to be. A 
brook stili flows along the same 
course. The walls and the moat 
filled with water already existed in 
1380,12 almost a century after the 
elevation of Lož to a town. The 
privilege deed was issued by Em-
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peror Friedrich in 1477, almost at 
the same time as for Krško. 
Valvasor's view of Lož clearly de­
picted that the town was of oval 
form . In the description of Lož 
pertaining to a military map from 
the period of Emperor Joseph II it 
was written that the town walls stili 
existed, yet they were low and in­
adequate. 13 They had been pulled 
down by 1825, since they were no 
longer depicted in the Franz ca­
dastre. The northern gate was vis­
ible in Valvasor's view of Lož, and 
it was protected by a cylindrical 
tower with a tent-shaped roof. The 
other gate could be discerned by 
the juncture of the walls and the 
road towards Stari Trg . If 
Valvasor's view was creditable, the 
course of the town walls must have 
been to the north of the town 
church of St. Peter. The church 
with its belfry and the tower of 
Tabor constituted a special de­
fence complex with their walls. 
The tower of Tabor was probably 
part of the earliest pre-urban fortifi­
cation on account of its dimensions 
and the location by the entrance to 
the castle, and simultaneously the 
residential and defence seat of one 
of the ministerials of Lož. 
The former prominence of Lož 
was confirmed by the fact that the 
houses in the main square and 
some others had been built of 
stone sin ce ancient times. 14 Their 
present appearance does not dif­
fer greatly from the appearance of 
houses in nearby villages of the 
Loško valley. The houses in the 
main square were one storey high, 
as a ruJe, facing the square with 
their narrower sides and gables. 
There were passages between 
houses, some of which were nar­
row, only a metre wide; others 
were broader and served as drives. 
It is interesting that there are stili 
numerous entrances from side 
streets and not from the main road. 
It would take further investigation, 
even of an archaeological nature, 
to prove whether that is a sign of 
the early origins of that type of 
house or a consequence of rurali­
zation. 
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